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the place in the Buddhist teaching of the very ancient
theory of " souls/' which the Christians have inher-
ited from the savage beliefs of the earliest periods
of history. It is, at the same time, the Buddhist
explanation of the mystery of Fate, of the weight
of the universe pressing against each individual,
which the Christians would explain by the doctrine
of predestination. As I have said elsewhere: " The
fact underlying all these theories is acknowledged to
be a very real one. The history of an individual
does not begin with his birth, but has been endless
ages in the making; and he cannot sever himself
from his surroundings, no, not for an hour. The
tiniest snowdrop droops its fairy head just so much
and no more, because it is balanced by the universe.
It is a snowdrop, not an oak, and just that kind of
snowdrop, because it is the outcome of the Karma
of an endless -series of past existences, and because
it did not begin to be when the flower opened, or
when the mother plant first peeped above the
ground, or first met the embraces of the sun, or
when the bulb began to shoot above the soil, or at
any time which you and I can fix.'* A great Ameri-
can writer says : " It was a poetic attempt to lift this
mountain of Fate, to reconcile this despotism of race
with liberty, which led the Hindoos to say, Fate is
nothing but the deeds committed in a prior state of